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hush as death/ The permanent 'horizon3 was imposs-
ible for us when travelling, but we secured a similar
effect with one ^of white canvas, which was suspended
from a semi-circular iron tube. Into this concave
erection, which went up into the flies some 60 feet in
height, we dropped, with practically no waste of time,
various curtains to represent the barbaric splendours of
a castle in the early Middle Ages, and could at last speak
the maximum amount of the text in a minimum of time.
Thus we could give a longer version of the play than
I think had ever before been achieved in from three to
three-and-a-quarter hours. All this sounds simple
enough, but even a moderately satisfactory result was
not secured without the shedding of tears of blood. The
method was opposed to anything the stage staffs had
previously handled and, in travelling from place to
place, we were met each week with new and utterly
bewildered workmen. More than once we were tempted
to abandon the effort and it was not until we staged it
at His Majesty's Theatre that we were able, with the
well disciplined staff of Sir Herbert Tree, fully to
realise our aims. The joy of seeing our long and
laborious efforts crowned with success was worth all
the care we had spent on it and I am going to quote
some of the notes which Mr. Arthur Machen published
on the subject.
" It seems to me that Mr. Martin-Harvey's production
at His Majesty's Theatre has solved a very difficult
problem of the stage. I mean the problem of the
scenery of the poetic drama. . . .
"The house was full, and the audience waited,
expecting the usual introductory music from the
orchestra. All the lights ^ went out and a deep bell
suddenly began to toll solemn stroke upon stroke, and
as the sound smote through the house the black square
of the proscenium began to glimmer. It only brightened
so far as midnight may be said to brighten; there were
no c blue limes,' as in the old language of the stage. We
looked at a dim and misty space, and beyond it the vast